POS2032: Politics of Sustainability                   Summer C                                                 
 

UF in Europe: Germany, France, Switzerland, Italy                            
 
Professor Les Thiele                                                                                             
thiele@ufl.edu                                                                                 www.clas.ufl.edu/users/thiele/
UF office: 302 Anderson Hall, Tel. 352-273-2380                
 

All communication with Prof. Thiele about this course should be by email.
Cellphone calls or messages are only for emergencies, and for logistical matters.  
To message or call while in Europe: 352-317-6668
 

Course Description
In this course, we focus on the policies, laws, institutions, ideas, and values that impact how European societies understand and practice sustainability, understood as the interdependent benefits and challenges associated with environmental, social, and economic resilience.

 

Regular excursions within European cities, mountains, parks and countrysides will offer opportunities for the experience and analysis of sustainability policies, including historic preservation (e.g. cathedrals, town halls, notable buildings and public squares), parks and greenspaces, pedestrian and bicycle friendly urban areas, efficient public transit, waste management and recycling programs, renewable energy installations, pollution control programs, and urban planning and design. As such, this study abroad course provides a hands-on, full-spectrum program in the comparative politics of sustainability.

 

Sustainability entails much more than recycling and switching off lights. It has implications for what we buy and what we eat, what we drive or ride, whom we vote for, what careers we pursue, and how we think and live each and every day. We will approach sustainability as the integrated and balanced pursuit of environmental, economic, and social goods, and with this in mind we will examine a wide range of issues, including wildlife conservation, sustainable business enterprise, green building practices, forestry, agriculture, fishing, ecotourism, cultural sustainability, renewable energy, and social justice practices.  In turn, we will examine our own learning, traveling, and consumption during this study abroad from a sustainability perspective.

 

Our interdisciplinary approach will blend academic research, with interactive classroom discussions, experiential site visits, cultural immersion, and exclusive lectures with sustainability professionals. Walking and biking tours and the use of public transit will allow students to practice sustainable travel. We will also be participating in the sustainable side of cuisine, enjoying the abundant and well-developed ‘Farm to Table’ local foods culture.

 

Europe is in the vanguard of sustainability, especially regarding climate change policies. The countries of Switzerland, and Germany are among the most advanced countries in the world in this regard (ranked 2nd and 4th respectively). The world famous eco-district of Vauban, which we will be visiting, is a “zero emissions” region of Freiburg that has been dubbed the most sustainable town on the globe. Our focus on local and regional sustainability will be complemented with a continental and global focus. When in Strasbourg, students will visit the European Parliament, and potentially meet with parliamentary officials regarding European Union environmental, climate change, and sustainability policies and initiatives. When in Geneva, students will visit the United Nations.

 

Students taking this course will:

1. Gain knowledge of a diverse spectrum of environmentally oriented scholarship, especially in the humanities;

2. Understand the benefits and challenges of addressing environmental issues;

3. Critically assess, evaluate and utilize interdisciplinary knowledge to understand environmental ethics and politics in rapidly changing world at local, regional, national, and global levels;

4. Demonstrate effective written and oral communication of environmental ethics and politics

Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to develop an understanding of complex systems and an appreciation for diverse perspectives, and to clarify their personal values and public commitments. In turn, this course aims to equip students with the skills required to pursue sustainability in a rapidly changing world. These skills include critical thinking and systems thinking skills, communication skills, and collaborative problem-solving skills.

 

Course requirements, assignments, and grading
 

Bringing it Home Project: 45% of final grade

    -35% for essay; 10% for Business Plant Draft and Presentation

Discussion Prompts: 40% of final grade

    -20% for each of 2 Discussion Prompts

Participation: 15% of final grade

 

There will be 45 faculty contact hours in this course. Contact hours include all lectures, facilitated discussions, and faculty accompanied site visits and educational excursions.

 

Each day, students are expected enthusiastically to engage in site visits, cultural excursions, and experiential learning and to spend a minimum each day of one hour reading and thirty minutes writing. You and your classmates constitute a learning community, and you will be assessed on your preparation for, participation in and contribution to this learning community.

 

Participation
Attendance is required at all of the scheduled classroom sessions, site visits, guest lectures, cultural events, activities and meetings. You will be assessed and graded not only on your attendance, however, but also on your punctuality, preparation and active engagement. Being on time for all scheduled events is crucial.  If you are late, 20 people will be kept waiting, buses or trains may be missed, or arranged visits may have to be cancelled.  Accordingly, your punctuality for all classes and scheduled events is considered in your attendance and participation evaluation.

Your participation grade is largely based on how respectfully and energetically you engage all guest lecturers and guides with intelligent questions, and how well you bring insights and information gained from readings and experiences to bear upon class discussions.  It is also expected that you will always be well rested, energetic, attentive, inquisitive, and polite. 

To receive an A in participation, contributions have to be regular and of very good quality, which is to say, well-grounded in the readings, other resources, and lectures.  If your contributions are less frequent or fail to skillfully reference readings, other resources, and lectures, the highest participation grade you can receive is a B.  Only students who consistently, constructively and enthusiastically engage themselves and are well informed by the readings and field trips will receive good grades for participation.

 

Honor Code - Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community.  An academic honesty offense is defined as the act of lying, cheating, or stealing academic information so that one gains academic advantage.  For more detail go to: http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm

 

Students requiring accommodations must first register with the Dean of Student's office, Disability Resource Center. The Dean of Student's office will provide documentation that the student will give to the instructor.

 

 

Grading Scale:                      

 

Final grade

A               100-93%                          C            < 77 – 73%

A-           < 93-90%                           C-           < 73 – 70%

B+          < 90– 87%                         D+          < 70 – 67%

B             < 87– 83%                         D            < 67 – 63%

B-           < 83 – 80%                         D-          < 63 – 60%

C+          < 80 – 77%                         E            < 60 %  

 

 

Bringing it Home Project  (10 for the business plan; 35 for the essay)

/10

A               10-9.3%                             C            < 7.7 – 7.3%

A-           < 9.3-9.0%                           C-           < 7.3 – 7.0%

B+          < 9.0– 8.7%                          D+          < 7.0 – 6.7%

B             < 8.7– 8.3%                         D            < 6.7 – 6.3%

B-           < 8.3 – 8.0%                         D-          < 6.3 – 6.0%

C+          < 8.0 – 7.7%                         E            < 6.0 %  

 

 

/35

A            33-35                                   C            25.5-26.9

A-          31.5-32.9                           C-           24.5-25.4

B+         30.5-31.4                           D+         23.5-24.4

B            29-30.4                                D           22-23.4

B-          28-28.9                                D-          21-21.9

C+         27-27.9                                E             Below 21

 

Discussion Prompt /20 (for a total of 40 for both prompts)

A             19                            C               14.6

A-           18                             C-             14

B+          17.4                          D+            13.4

B            16.6                          D               12.6

B-           16                             D-             12

C+          15.4                          E              11.8

 

Participation /15

A            14.25                        C             11

A-           13.5                         C-             10.5

B+          13                            D+            10

B            12.5                         D               9.5

B-           12                           D-              9

C+          11.5                        E                8.8

 

A grade of C- is not a qualifying grade for major, minor, Gen Ed, Gordon Rule or College Basic Distribution credit. See

http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/regulationgrades.html 
Links to an external site.
 

Plagiarism of any sort will not be tolerated and will result in failure of the course. Acts of plagiarism include turning in an assignment that:

· is written by someone else (e.g., by another author, student, or downloaded off the Internet);

· copies, verbatim, sentences or phrases from the work of another author without enclosing the sentences or phrases in quotation marks and properly acknowledging the source through a commonly accepted citation format

· paraphrases (i.e., restates in your own words) text written by someone else without citing that author

· uses a unique idea or concept discovered in a specific reading, without citing that work

Students are NOT permitted to submit the same assignment, or parts of the same assignment, to two classes or two professors without prior authorization from both professors

 

Course texts and readings
 

Michael Boylan, ed., Environmental Ethics, 2nd edition (2014): You can view or download this edition for free from the UF library

Online readings: TBA

 

The following resources are highly recommended:

 

The EcoTipping Points Project:  http://www.ecotippingpoints.org/index.html 
Links to an external site.
 

Henrik Selin and Stacy VanDeveer, European Union and Environmental Governance. Available as a UF library e-book.

 

Lester Brown, World on the Edge: http://www.earthpolicy.org/images/uploads/book_files/wotebook.pdf 
Links to an external site.
 

General Union Environment Action Programme to 2020 (2013)

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32013D1386 
Links to an external site.
 

European sustainability news network, ENDS Europe

http://www.endseurope.com/news 
Links to an external site.
 

Pan European Networks
http://www.paneuropeannetworks.com/environment 
Links to an external site.
 

European Commission publications: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/international_issues/index_en.htm 
Links to an external site.
 

European Environmental Agency publications

http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes

 

United Nations Environmental Program publications:

http://www.unep.org/publications/ 
Links to an external site.
 

Environment
http://europa.eu/pol/env/index_en.htm

 

Oxford University - The Environmental Change Institute http://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/ 
Links to an external site.
University College London - The Bartlett - School of Environment, Energy and Resources

http://www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/bseer 
Links to an external site.
 

Food for thought:
 

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.”

Marcel Proust

 

 

Class Schedule & Readings for Sustainability Politics and Environmental Ethics:
        EE = Boylan, Environmental Ethics, Second edtion (2014): You can view or download this edition for free from the UF library

            The following readings should be completed before the indicated dates for classes.

 

Freiburg
Day 3 – Sunday, June 11
9:30-11:30am - Class: Course Expectations and Assignments; The Experience of Nature 
Readings: “How Germany Became Europe’s Green Leader 
Links to an external site.” and “On the Road to Sustainability” (in the Canvas Files section of the Politics of Sustainability course). EE: Janna Thompson, “Aesthetics and the Value of Nature;" Wilhelm Heinrich Riehl, “Field and Forest,” and “The Eye for Natural Scenery,” in The German Classics of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, Masterpieces of German Literature 
Links to an external site., Vol. 8 (and in the Files section of the Environmental Ethics course); Friedrich Schiller, “On Naïve and Sentimental Poetry” (in the Files section of the Environmental Ethics course).

 
Day 5 – Tuesday, June 13
2:30-4:30pm - Class: Environmental Ethics and Sustainability Politics
Readings: E.E. - Michael Boylan, “Worldview and the Value-Duty Link to Environmental Ethics;” Holmes Rolston III, “Environmental Ethics - Values in and Duties to the Natural World;” James Sterba “Reconciling Anthropocentric and Non-Anthropocentric Environmental Ethics;” Aldo Leopold, “The Land Ethic;” Murray Bookchin, “What is Social Ecology”; Wilfred Beckerman “Sustainable Development;” Herman Daly “On WB’s Critique of Sustainable Development;” Randall Curren, “Defining Sustainability Ethics”

 
 
Strasbourg
Day 8, Friday, June 16
10-10:30am Class: The Politics of Sustainable Development
Readings: Sustainable Urban Development Vision and Projects in Strasbourg 
Links to an external site.: Jeff La Noue, “America Can Learn from this French City's Complete Streets 

 HYPERLINK "https://ggwash.org/view/35379/america-can-learn-from-this-french-citys-complete-streets" \t "_blank" Links to an external site.,”; the “Strasbourg and Biodiversity," "New Ways of Getting Around," and "Eurométropole de Strasbourg’s Low Emissions Zone" links under "Living in Strasbourg" at Strasbourg.eu 
Links to an external site..

 

Day 9, Saturday, June 17
9am-12pm - Class: Sustainable Agriculture and Sustainable Tourism
Readings: Pollen, Omnivore’s Dilemma; EE: Peter Singer “All Animals are Equal”; Skim "EU Sustainable Cultural Tourism" (in the Files section of Politics of Sustainability course). Watch "Mass Tourism is Destroying the Planet" 
Links to an external site.; “No Paid Vacation? You Must Be an American, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cnbc.com/id/100769597" \t "_blank" Links to an external site.” and "The Carbon Footprint of Global Tourism 
Links to an external site.."

 7:30-9:30 PM - Where to Invade Next
 

Day 11, Monday, June 19 
10am-12pm - Class: Grappling with Climate Change
Readings: EE: Stephen Gardiner, “Perfect Moral Storm: Climate Change, Intergenerational Ethics, and the Problem of Moral Corruption;” Ruth Irwin, “Does a Failure in Global Leadership Mean It’s All Over? Climate, Population and Progress”

 
Day 14, Thursday, June 22 
7-9pm - Class: Ecofeminism
Readings: EE- Carolyn Merchant, “Ecofeminism and Feminist Theory;” Karen Warren, “The Power and the Promise of Ecological Feminism;” Wanda Teays, “Patently Wrong: The Commercialization of Life Forms”

 
Geneva
Day 17, Sunday, June 25
2:30-4:00pm Class session: Caring for (Human) Nature
Readings: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Discourse on the Origins of Inequality 
Links to an external site..
           

Turin
Day 23, Saturday, July 1
9am-12pm Class: Bringing it Home Project Business Plan Presentations
 

Genoa
Day 28, Thursday, July 6
 9:30-11:30 – Class: Most impactful moment and Term Paper Presentations
 

