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POLITICS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

This course begins with a brief historical and theoretical discussion of the impetus for West European integration and the establishment of the EU.  We then turn our attention to the various bodies and functions of the regional organization and undertake in-depth investigations of the Single Market and monetary union.  We conclude by discussing Steven Hill’s assertion that the European Union provides global leadership in addressing the problems of the 21st century including climate change and geopolitical tensions.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

McCormick, John.  2011.  EUROPEAN UNION POLITICS.  Palgrave Foundations.
Hill, Steven.  2010.  EUROPE’S PROMISE.  University of California Press.
The assigned readings will expand your understanding of the lectures and enable you to participate fully in classroom discussion.  You are also expected to have access to a source of current information on the European Union such as THE EUROPEAN VOICE, THE FINANCIAL TIMES, or THE ECONOMIST.  (These are English-language periodicals; if your foreign language is another West European language, you might subscribe to the most respected source of political-economic analysis in that language.)  Since one goal of the course is to assist you in analyzing reported news and opinions, you are encouraged to cultivate the habit of devoting some time each day to reading EU and West European news.  An atlas will also be an invaluable aid in helping you identify countries and regions mentioned in the readings, lectures, and current periodicals.  

GRADING PROCEDURES

Your grade in this course will derive from your performance on a mid-term and final exam and a short (10 typewritten, double-spaced pages, with 12 point font) research paper.  Exams will potentially include material from the lectures, readings, discussion, group presentations and current events.  Your final grade will be based on the following credit distribution:

33.3% - Mid-term exam in essay format (February 22) 

33.3% - Short research paper (due April 8 in class in hardcopy)

33.3% - Final exam in multiple choice format (Wednesday 5/1, 7:30-9:30 am, in our regular classroom) 

Exams must be taken as scheduled unless documentation is provided of exceptional circumstances like medical problems, legal obligations, UF-related educational or sports events, or religious observances.  The Grading Scale is as follows:  90-92 = A-, 93-100 = A; 80-82 = B-, 83-86 = B, 87-89 = B+….  If you require special in-class or testing accommodations, please consult with the Disability Resource Center for information concerning your rights and responsibilities, and then submit the relevant paperwork to me as soon as possible.
RESEARCH PAPER

On February 1, your research question and tentative thesis are due.  Your working bibliography is due March 1.  These activities constitute 10% of the paper evaluation.  The research paper is due April 8.  Each paper's bibliography should contain no fewer than 10 sources, at least FIVE from scholarly (peer-reviewed/refereed) journals.  Political, economic, and social science indices such as Academic Search Premier and JStor are the best places to access articles in scholarly journals.  UF is an official depository for European Union documents; the librarians there will be happy to assist you.
At the top of your paper, cite the question you are attempting to answer.  The paper should then contain the following:  (a) your thesis, (b) the evidence and arguments to support the thesis, (c) your conclusion.  

These questions should be helpful as you construct an outline and as you proceed with the writing:

1.  Are you answering the question you set out to answer?

2.  Is your thesis presented in a clear and straightforward way in the initial paragraph?

3.  Is the thesis then supported by strong evidence and sound arguments?

4.  Do you take into consideration counter-arguments and successfully repute them?

5.  Is the paper well written; i.e. avoiding colloquialism and US-centrism, with proper spelling and grammar, 

     well structured sentences and paragraphs, good transition between paragraphs?  (Remember that scientific 

     prose may differ from literary prose and you should strive for as much precision as possible.) 

6.  Is your bibliography adequate in terms of number and timeliness of sources, in standard format (Chicago 

     style or MLA), complete information, with at least five scholarly journals?

COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE

DISCUSSION TOPIC


MCCORMICK

HILL
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Jan 7

Course Introduction





_____________________________________________________________________________________

Jan 9-18
Establishment and Evolution of the EU
Ch 1-4




_____________________________________________________________________________________

JAN 21
OBSERVANCE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BIRTHDAY -  NO CLASS

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Jan 23- 2/1
Theoretical Perspectives on Integration
Ch 5-9



_____________________________________________________________________________________

FEB 1

RESEARCH PAPER QUESTION AND TENTATIVE THESIS DUE (in hardcopy)
_____________________________________________________________________________________





EU STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Feb 4-11
Role of the Commission


Ch 10



Ch 1-3

____________________________________________________________________________________

Feb 13-20
Role of the Councils of Ministers

Ch 11



Ch 4-5
_____________________________________________________________________________________

FEB 22
MIDTERM EXAMINATION IN ESSAY FORMAT

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Feb 25-3/1
Role of the Parliament


Ch 12



Ch 6-7



_____________________________________________________________________________________

MAR 1
RESEARCH PAPER WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE (in class, in hardcopy)

MAR 4-8
SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Mar 11-15
Role of the European Court of Justice
Ch 13-14


Ch 8-9
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Mar 18-22
Role of interest groups


Ch 15-17


Ch 10-11
_____________________________________________________________________________________

EU ECONOMIC POLICIES

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Mar 25-4/1
Creating the Single Market


Ch 18-21


Ch 12-13
_____________________________________________________________________________________

APR 3-5
NO CLASS – PROFESSOR PRESENTING PAPER IN SAN FRANCISCO


COMPLETE YOUR RESEARCH PAPERS!!!

APR 8

SHORT RESEARCH PAPER IS DUE IN CLASS, IN HARDCOPY

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Apr 8-12
Monetary union



Ch 22-25


Ch 14-15



_____________________________________________________________________________________

Apr 15-22
Discussion of EUROPE’S PROMISE




Ch 16-18
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Apr 24

Discussion of final exam

_____________________________________________________________________________________

FINAL EXAM 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 7:30-9:30 AM, in our regular classroom
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Given that you are honest human beings and upper-division UF students, it is not necessary to discuss the importance of academic honesty and the dangers of plagiarism.  Please feel free to consult the University’s policies on these matters at http://web.uflib.ufl.edu/msl/07b/studenthonorcode.html.
