Political Science CPO 4384/LAS 4935
Argentina and the Politics of Memory
Professor Leslie Anderson
Meeting Times:



Office hours tentatively scheduled for

Tuesday 5-6 11:45-1:40


Tuesday 10:30-11:30

Thursday 6 12:50-1:40


Thursday 10:30-12:30

Riker 0106




all office hours by zoom
Purpose of the course:  This course is a specialized undergraduate class on Argentina.  Argentina has a worldwide reputation for human rights violations.  However, those violations are now several decades in the past.  Moreover, Argentina has done a remarkable job in addressing that past and compares favorably to many other countries like Chile, Spain and El Salvador.  This course is about how Argentina has dealt with and is dealing with its dark past.


We begin with a history book that helps understand the divisions within Argentine society.  We will continue with a political examination of Argentina’s work to address human rights violations.  We end with recent literature on how memory is kept alive… or not.  These are controversial topics and we will discuss various approaches in class.  

Requirements:  You are required to read five books and 1 article.  The books will be available at the book stores and on reserve at Smathers Library.  The article can be accessed online.  You can go to the library and access it there or you can use your gatorlink ID or your library bar code to sign on from outside the library.  Then go to the link for journals and type in the name of the journal.  Once you get the journal, type in the year and issue number.  That will give you a PDF version of the article which you can either read online or print off.

Grading: Your grade will be based on a midterm and final exam and on class participation.   
required books (5)
1. Nicolas Shumway, The Invention of Argentina, Berkeley, 1991, reprinted 1993

2. Leslie Anderson, Democratization by Institutions:  Argentina’s Transition Years in Comparative Perspective, Michigan, 2016
3. Alison Brysk, The Politics of Human Rights in Argentina, Protest, Change, and Democratization, Stanford, 1994

4. Leigh Payne, Unsettling Accounts:  Neither Truth Nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State Violence, Durham, NC, Duke University Press, 2008.

5. Bilbija, Ksenija and Leigh Payne, Accounting for Violence:  Marketing Memory in Latin America, Durham, Duke University Press, 2011
required article

1. Leslie E. Anderson, “Of Wild and Cultivated Politics,” International Journal of Politics, Culture and Society, 2002
Recommended:  Lawrence Thornton, Imagining Argentina
Watch the movie:  The Official Story

This 13 minute utube records an escratch very interesting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvlXLBPrzjo&feature=emb_title
January 10

First class, pass out syllabus

January 17-26

Shumway, The Invention of Argentina, pp 1-100
January 31-March 9
Brysk

February 18-27

Anderson

March 14-16 

Spring Break
March 21

Midterm 

March 23-30

Payne
April 4-18

Balbija and Payne

April 20-25

Final Think Paper
