PUP 4224: Florida Environmental Politics
The University of Florida, Spring 2014 

	Section 0378
Tuesday period 7 1:55-2:45
Thursday periods 7-8 1:55-3:50 

Anderson 134
	Professor Katrina Schwartz

office: 223 Anderson Hall  
phone: 273-2371 
email: kzss@ufl.edu
	Office hours:

Tues. 3:00-4:00 

and Thurs. 10:15-12:15

or by appointment


Course Description 
We live in one of the most fascinating places in America for studying environmental politics. Much of South Florida has been literally created by people through spectacularly bold transformations of nature. Coastal mangroves have been turned into luxury real estate in the pursuit of paradise and profit. The once vast and unique wetlands of the Florida Everglades have become farms and suburban subdivisions thanks to the "world’s largest plumbing works." Billions of taxpayer dollars have been allocated for the world’s most ambitious environmental restoration project, in an uphill battle to reestablish some of the ecological services that nature once provided free of cost. Meanwhile, southern Florida is running out of "cheap" water, while the state's population (until recently) was growing at alarming rates. As conflicts over water, land use and growth management intensify, our state’s politics will increasingly revolve around environmental challenges. In this course we explore the politics of environmental transformation in Florida. None of these issues is specific to Florida, however, and so by learning more about the place that sustains our own existence, we will also gain a deeper understanding of environmental politics in general.

Required Reading 

The following books are available for purchase at the UF Bookstore:
· REQUIRED: Michael Grunwald, The Swamp: The Everglades, Florida and the Politics of Paradise (Simon & Schuster, 2006)
· RECOMMENDED: Craig Pittman and Matthew Waite, Paving Paradise: Florida's Vanishing Wetlands and the Failure of No Net Loss (University Press of Florida, 2009)
· RECOMMENDED: Cynthia Barnett, Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. (University of Michigan Press, 2007)
The Swamp is available on 2-hour reserve at Library West. It is also available (but non-circulating) in the Florida History special collection in Smathers Library:  F317.E9 G78 2006. All other readings are available through hyperlinks on the Syllabus or in the Resources folder, both on the course webpage in e-learning at: http://lss.at.ufl.edu/. The Syllabus contains the list of required readings and assignments for each day. IT MAY BE REVISED during the semester, so you should check it before each class. 

It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to print the online readings or download them onto your own computer or storage device in a timely manner. "Technical difficulties" the morning before class are NOT an acceptable excuse for being unprepared. 

Course Assignments

The requirements for this class are as follows: 

· Three in-class exams – 15% each: 45%
· Pop quizzes – 15%
· Research proposal and preliminary bibliography – 5%
· Research paper rough draft – 5%
· Final research paper (15 pp.) – 20%

· Poster presentation – 10%
This class is discussion-based, so active student participation is essential. In addition to being physically present in class, you will be expected to have done the assigned readings carefully and come prepared to discuss them. 

If you are absent for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to find out from your classmates what you missed during that class period -- DO NOT ask the instructor! 
As added incentive to keep up with the readings, there will be weekly pop quizzes based on the readings. There are NO MAKE-UPS FOR QUIZZES. However, your final quiz grade will be based on your top 10 scores, so you will be able to drop the lowest scores. 
Exams cover all lectures and readings, and include a combination of short-answer and essay questions.

Instructions for research papers and poster presentations will be provided in class. 

THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT IN THIS COURSE!
Grading: final letter grades are assigned according to the following percentages:

A 93-100, A- 90-92, B+ 87-89, B 83-86, B- 80-82, C+ 77-79, C 73-76, C- 70-72, D+ 68-70, D 63-67, D- 60-92, E 59 and below.

Please note: a C- is not a qualifying grade for major, minor, Gen Ed, Gordon Rule, or College Basic distribution credit. For more information, go to: http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/regulationgrades.html
Classroom Policies and Ethics 

NO LAPTOPS OR CELL PHONES MAY BE USED IN THIS CLASSROOM!!!  Multi-tasking may be a virtue, but it shall be practiced elsewhere. (If you have a disability that prevents you from taking notes by hand, please see me to arrange special accommodation.) 

Students are expected to arrive to class on time, be attentive and remain until class is over. Being consistently late is a disruption to the class and is not acceptable. Students who disrupt class will be asked to leave.  

MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given in cases of illness or other emergencies, but you MUST notify the instructor IN ADVANCE, and provide documentation when possible. 

Honor Code: Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community. An academic honesty offense is defined as the act of lying, cheating, or stealing academic information so that one gains academic advantage. In the event that a student is found cheating or plagiarizing, s/he will receive a zero for the assignment and will be reported to Student Judicial Affairs. For more information, go to: http://www.dso.ufl.edu/studenthandbook/studentrights.php
Students with disabilities requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the Instructor when requesting accommodation. Anyone with a disability should feel free to see the professor during office hours to make the necessary arrangements.
Schedule of Classes

I. The Everglades
Week 1: Jan 7-9
T: Introductions

R: Introduction to the KOE ecosystem; Draining the Everglades: why?
· Grunwald, The Swamp, pp. 1-23, 54-80
Week 2: Jan 14-16
T: Draining the Everglades: early attempts
· Grunwald, pp. 81-116
R: Draining the Everglades: early attempts
· Grunwald, pp. 117-196
Week 3: Jan 21-23
T: Federalizing the Everglades
· Grunwald, pp. 197-236
· Elizabeth B. Drew, "Dam Outrage: The Story of the Army Engineers"
· FILM: Waters of Destiny (1950s, 30 min.)
R: Shifting paradigms
· Grunwald, pp. 239-279
· FILM: Kissimmee: River of Dreams (1997, 27 min.)

Week 4: Jan 28-30
T: Big Sugar in the Everglades
· Grunwald, 280-303
· Paul Roberts, "The Sweet Hereafter"
R: CERP: the politics of consensus; Roadblocks to restoration
· Grunwald, pp. 304-355
· "8.5-Square-Mile Area news", "Tamiami Trail news," “Water quality news”
Week 5: Feb 4-6
T: Can CERP work?
· Grunwald, pp. 357-370
· “CERP news,” “U.S. Sugar deal,” “Water supply” 

R: The politics of ecosystem-based management
· Judith A. Layzer, Natural Experiments, pp. 1-40, 103-136
II. Wetlands & Water Wars
Week 6: Feb 11-13
T: EXAM 1
R: Introduction to wetlands ecology & policy; The politics of wetlands loss in Florida
· Royal C. Gardner, Lawyers, Swamps, and Money, pp. 93-110
· Craig Pittman and Matthew Waite, "Vanishing Wetlands," Part I: "They won't say no" and Part II: "Pressure for permission"
· Also see the Vanishing Wetlands Special Report website for photos, graphics and videos: link
Week 7: Feb 18-20
T: Wetlands mitigation
· Pittman and Waite, "Vanishing Wetlands," Part III: "When Dry is Wet"
· Royal C. Gardner, Lawyers, Swamps, and Money, pp. 111-127 
R: Enforcement and regulatory “takings”; Introduction to Florida's hydrology
· Royal C. Gardner, Lawyers, Swamps, and Money, pp. 159-190
· Tom Swihart, Florida’s Water, chapter 1
· Robert L. Knight, “Overdrawing Our Water Budget,” 9-10-2012

Week 8: Feb 25-27
T: Water management in Florida
· Tom Swihart, Florida’s Water, chapters 2-3
· FILM: Gimme Green (2006, 28 min.)
R: Water transfers or water ethic; Tampa Bay "water war"
· Cynthia Barnett, Mirage, pp. 98-113
· "Water transfers"

· Barnett, “Toward a Water Ethic”

· Barnett, Mirage, pp. 168-179
· Robert Glennon, "Tampa Bay's Avarice," in Water Follies
SPRING BREAK March 3-7
Week 9: Mar 11-13
T: The ACF "water war"
· Cynthia Barnett, Mirage, pp. 114-127
· The Economist, "Chattahoochee Blues" http://www.economist.com/node/17043462
· Dustin S. Stephenson, "The Tri-State Compact"
R: What about climate change?

· Marguerite Koch-Rose et al., Florida Water Management and Adaptation in the Face of Climate Change
· Additional readings TBA

III. Growth
Week 10: Mar 18-20
T: EXAM 2
R: The politics and environmental impacts of sprawl; Growth management policy in Florida
· Johnson and Klemens, Nature in Fragments: The Legacy of Sprawl, pp. 3-53
· William Fulton, “The Cost of America’s Inefficient Sprawl” (LINK)

· Lance deHaven-Smith, "The Unfinished Agenda in Growth Management and Environmental Protection" 
Week 11: Mar 25-27
T: Current issues

· RuBino and Starnes, Lessons Learned?, pp. 385-410, 417-434 (skip RLSP section)
· "Florida growth slows"
· Michael Grunwald, "Is Florida the Sunset State?" Time, July 10, 2008 (LINK)
· “Florida growth management news”
· Tom Pelham, “Florida Comprehensive Planning System Encounters Stormy Weather” (LINK)
R: Environmental impacts of sprawl in Florida
· Rick Lyman, "Living large, by design, in the middle of nowhere"
· 1000 Friends of Florida, Florida in 2060: Not a Pretty Picture? An Executive Summary
· Craig Pittman, “Dead Cat Walking”

· FILM: No Room to Move (2002, 27 min.)
Week 12: Apr 1-3
T: Growth management and property rights
· Neil Santaniello and David Fleshler, “Building Tension: Environmentalists, developers square off in southwest Florida” 

· Rick Pruetz, Beyond Takings and Givings, pp. 3-5, 11-21
R: The “quieter revolution” in growth management; case study: Collier County
· Pruetz, Beyond Takings and Givings, pp. 29-43, 75-84
· RuBino and Starnes, Lessons Learned?, pp. 411-417 (RLSP section)
· Wright and Czerniak, “The Rising Importance of Voluntary Methods of Land Use Control in Planning”
· Katrina Schwartz, “Panther Politics: Neoliberalizing Nature in Southwest Florida”

Week 13: Apr 8-10
T: EXAM 3 
R: Research methods
· GUEST LECTURE: Dr. David Schwieder, social science librarian
Week 14: Apr 15-17
T: Individual meetings with Dr. Schwartz
· Research proposal and preliminary bibliography due: submit in e-learning
R: Research day
Week 15: Apr 22
T: POSTER PRESENTATIONS
· Rough draft due: submit in e-learning
*** Final paper due MONDAY, April 28 by 5:00 p.m.: submit electronically in Turnitin (e-learning) and hard copy to 223 Anderson ***
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