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Course Description
 

Environmental ethics and politics addresses the moral and political challenges involved in meeting humanity’s growing needs without jeopardizing the natural environment.   It examines what duties and responsibilities we have as citizens of the planet towards its vast diversity of other species.   It grapples with the moral status of our relationship to nature, and how can both protect the natural world while allowing it to infuse our lives with pleasure and purpose.

 

We examine the ethical, emotional, aesthetic and spiritual engagement of the natural world through some popular and classical European writings, and by reflecting on our direct experiences. Frequent excursions to urban parks, countrysides, farms, seas, and mountains will allow for the evaluation of environmental conservation as well as establishing an emotional and aesthetic relationship to nature. This course is an exercise in deeply experiencing nature in a European setting, and in examining and expressing that experience.   Our interdisciplinary approach will blend scholarship with interactive classroom discussions, experiential site visits, and cultural immersion. 

 

Students taking this course will:

1. Gain knowledge of a diverse spectrum of environmentally oriented scholarship, especially in the humanities;

2. Understand the benefits and challenges of addressing environmental issues;

3. Critically assess, evaluate and utilize interdisciplinary knowledge to understand environmental ethics and politics in rapidly changing world at local, regional, national, and global levels;

4. Demonstrate effective written and oral communication of environmental ethics and politics

Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to develop an understanding of complex systems and an appreciation for diverse perspectives, and to clarify their personal values and public commitments. In turn, this course aims to equip students with the skills required to pursue environmental ethics and politics in a rapidly changing world. These skills include critical thinking and systems thinking skills, communication skills, and collaborative problem-solving skills.

 

Course requirements, assignments, and grading
Term Paper: 40% of final grade

Prompt Responses: 35% of final grade (5% for each of 7 Responses)

Most Impact Moment and Term Paper Presentation: 10% of final grade

Participation: 15% of final grade

 

Descriptions of the course assignments will become unlocked on Canvas at the start of the term, May 10.

 

There will be 45 faculty contact hours in this course. Contact hours include all lectures, facilitated discussions, and faculty accompanied site visits and educational excursions.

 

Each day, students are expected enthusiastically to engage in site visits, cultural excursions, and experiential learning and to spend a minimum each day of one hour reading and thirty minutes writing. You and your classmates constitute a learning community, and you will be assessed on your preparation for, participation in and contribution to this learning community.

 

Participation
Attendance is required at all of the scheduled classroom sessions, site visits, guest lectures, cultural events, activities and meetings. You will be assessed and graded not only on your attendance, however, but also on your punctuality, preparation and active engagement. Being on time for all scheduled events is crucial.  If you are late, 20 people will be kept waiting, buses or trains may be missed, or arranged visits may have to be cancelled.  Accordingly, your punctuality for all classes and scheduled events is considered in your attendance and participation evaluation.

Your participation grade is largely based on how respectfully and energetically you engage all guest lecturers and guides with intelligent questions, and how well you bring insights and information gained from readings and experiences to bear upon class discussions.  It is also expected that you will always be well rested, energetic, attentive, inquisitive, and polite. 

To receive an A in participation, contributions have to be regular and of very good quality, which is to say, well-grounded in the readings, other resources, and lectures.  If your contributions are less frequent or fail to skillfully reference readings, other resources, and lectures, the highest participation grade you can receive is a B.  Only students who consistently, constructively and enthusiastically engage themselves and are well informed by the readings and field trips will receive good grades for participation.

 

 

Honor Code - Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community.  An academic honesty offense is defined as the act of lying, cheating, or stealing academic information so that one gains academic advantage.  For more detail go to: http://www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/academic.htm

 

Students requiring accommodations must first register with the Dean of Student's office, Disability Resource Center. The Dean of Student's office will provide documentation that the student will give to the instructor.

 

Readings
 
Michael Boylan, ed., Environmental Ethics, 2nd edition (2014): You can view or download this edition for free from the UF library

 

Michael Pollen, The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals
 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Discourse on the Origins of Inequality. Available  in Canvas Files and at:

http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/11136/pg11136-images.html

 

Wilhelm Heinrich Riehl, “Field and Forest” and “The Eye for Natural Scenery,” in The German Classics of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, Masterpieces of German Literature, Vol. 8. Available in Canvas Files and at: http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/12573

 

Other online hyperlinked readings listed at class schedule on Politics of Sustainability syllabus.

 

It is highly recommended that you do as much reading as possible before leaving for Europe, underlining key passages and making notes in the text as you go for later reference. The more you read beforehand, the more time you’ll have in Europe to visit tourist sites, converse with your student colleagues in cafes, meet the locales, and relax.

 

 

Grading Scale:                      

 

Final grade

A               100-93%                          C            < 77 – 73%

A-           < 93-90%                           C-           < 73 – 70%

B+          < 90– 87%                         D+          < 70 – 67%

B             < 87– 83%                         D            < 67 – 63%

B-           < 83 – 80%                         D-          < 63 – 60%

C+          < 80 – 77%                         E            < 60 %  

 

Term Paper /40

A             37.2-40                           C               29.2-30.7

A-           36 -37.1                           C-             28-29.1

B+          34.8 -35.9                        D+            26.8-27.9

B             33.2 -34.7                       D               25.2-26.7

B-           32-33.1                            D-             24-25.1

C+          30.8 -31.9                        E              23.9 and below

 

Prompt Responses /5   (for a total of 35 for all 7 Responses)

A               5.0-4.7%                          C             < 3.8 – 3.6%

A-           < 4.7-4.5%                           C-          < 3.6 – 3.5%

B+          < 4.5– 4.4%                         D+          < 3.5 – 3.3%

B             < 4.4– 4.2%                         D           < 3.3 – 3.1%

B-           < 4.2 – 4.0%                         D-          < 3.1 – 3.0%

C+          < 4.0 – 3.8%                         E            < 3.0 %  

 

Most Impactful Moment Class Presentation /10

A               10-9.3%                             C            < 7.7 – 7.3%

A-           < 9.3-9.0%                           C-           < 7.3 – 7.0%

B+          < 9.0– 8.7%                          D+          < 7.0 – 6.7%

B             < 8.7– 8.3%                         D            < 6.7 – 6.3%

B-           < 8.3 – 8.0%                         D-          < 6.3 – 6.0%

C+          < 8.0 – 7.7%                         E            < 6.0 %  

 

Participation /15

A            14.25                        C             11

A-           13.5                         C-             10.5

B+          13                            D+            10

B            12.5                         D               9.5

B-           12                           D-              9

C+          11.5                        E                8.8

 

A grade of C- is not a qualifying grade for major, minor, Gen Ed, Gordon Rule or College Basic

Distribution credit. See http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/regulationgrades.html 
Links to an external site.
 

Plagiarism of any sort will not be tolerated and will result in failure of the course. Acts of plagiarism include turning in an assignment that:

· is written by someone else (e.g., by another author, student, or downloaded off the Internet);

· copies, verbatim, sentences or phrases from the work of another author without enclosing the sentences or phrases in quotation marks and properly acknowledging the source through a commonly accepted citation format

· paraphrases (i.e., restates in your own words) text written by someone else without citing that author

· uses a unique idea or concept discovered in a specific reading, without citing that work

Students are NOT permitted to submit the same assignment, or parts of the same assignment, to two classes or two professors without prior authorization from both professors

 

Food for thought: 
 

“The most dangerous worldview is the worldview of those who have not viewed the world” Alexander Von Humboldt

 

 

UF in Europe Class Schedule and Readings can be found on the Politics of Sustainability Syllabus on Canvas
 

