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POLITICS OF THE WORLD ECONOMY

The purpose of this course is to introduce and explore the relationships among political and economic factors in the global arena.  The following topics will be investigated:

· Contending theoretical perspectives on the global political economy

· Global institutions and processes

· Dilemmas in the global political economy

· Current trends in the global political economy

TEXTBOOKS

Cohn, T.H.  2012.  GLOBAL POLITICAL ECONOMY.  6th ed.  Longman.
Segal, A.  2016.  THE HACKED WORLD ORDER. PublicAffairs.
Copies of these textbooks are available at the Reserve Desk of Library West.  They may be checked out for two-hour sessions and overnight.
The assigned readings will expand your understanding of the lectures and enable you to participate fully in classroom discussion.  You are also encouraged to cultivate the habit of devoting some time each day to reading both national and world news.  Check the websites for periodicals such as THE ECONOMIST, THE FINANCIAL TIMES, THE NEW YORK TIMES, and THE WALL STREET JOURNAL for information on reduced rates for students.  Endless sources of information, analysis, and opinion are available on the web.  You will also need access to a high-quality atlas.       

GRADING PROCEDURES

Your grade in INR3034 will derive from your performance on mid-term (in essay format) and final exams (in multiple choice format), a short (10 typewritten, double-spaced pages with 12-point font and 1 inch margins) research paper, and your participation and attendance.  Exams will potentially include material from the lectures, textbooks, class discussion, current events, and map questions.  Your final grade will be based on the following credit distribution:

30% - Mid-term exam (Friday, March 2)

30% - Short research paper (due Friday, April 6)

30% - Final exam (Thursday, May 3, 12:30-2:30)
10% - Participation and attendance (derived from randomly administered, sign-up sheets)
Exams must be taken as scheduled unless documentation is provided of exceptional circumstances.  UF policy regarding excused absences reads in part:    

“In general, acceptable reasons for absence from or failure to participate in class include illness, serious family emergencies, special curricular requirements (e.g., judging trips, field trips, professional conferences), military obligations, severe weather conditions, religious holidays and participation in official university activities such as music performances, athletic competition or debate. Absences from class for court-imposed legal obligations (e.g., jury duty or subpoena) must be excused.”  See <https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/1516/regulations/info/attendance.aspx> for a more complete discussion.
The Grading Scale is as follows:  90-92 = A-, 93-100 = A; 80-82 = B-, 83-86 = B, 87-89 = B+….  
If you require special in-class or testing accommodations, please consult with the Disability Resource Center for information concerning your rights and responsibilities, and submit the relevant paperwork to me as soon as possible (352.392.8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/).

SHORT RESEARCH PAPER

You will be expected to submit your research question and tentative thesis on Friday, 2/2 (for 5% of paper credit) and your working bibliography on Friday, 3/16 (for 5% of paper credit).  The complete research paper is due on Friday 4/6.  Each paper's bibliography should contain no fewer than 10 sources, at least half from peer-reviewed journals.  You will find helpful the most commonly used political, economic, and social science indices and search engines such as EBSCO and JSTOR available on the UF Libraries website.
At the top of your paper, cite the question you are attempting to answer.  The paper should then contain the following:  (a) your thesis, (b) the evidence and arguments to support the thesis, (c) your conclusion.  

These questions should be helpful as you construct an outline and proceed with the writing:

1.  Are you answering the question you set out to answer?

2.  Is your thesis presented in a clear and straightforward way in the initial paragraph?

3.  Is the thesis then supported by strong evidence and sound arguments?

4.  Do you take into consideration counter-arguments and successfully repute them?

5.  Is the paper well written; i.e. avoiding colloquialism and US-centrism, with proper spelling and grammar, 

     well-structured sentences and paragraphs, good transition between paragraphs?  (Remember that social  

     scientific prose may differ from literary prose and you should strive for as much precision as possible.) 

6.  Is your bibliography adequate in terms of number and timeliness of sources, in standard format (e.g. Chicago 

     style or MLA), complete information, with at least five scholarly journals?

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READINGS

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

​DATES

DISCUSSION TOPIC

  

COHN

    

               SEGAL_______
1/8

Course introduction












1/10-19

Contending Theoretical Perspectives

Introduction - Ch 1, 3-5


MONDAY 1/15  NO CLASS  -  MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY OBSERVANCE IN THE UNITED STATES 
________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​___________________

GLOBAL POLITICAL-ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS AND PROCESSES
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1/22-26

International Monetary Relations


Ch  2, 6

1/29-2/2

The Global Trade Regime



Ch 7

FRIDAY 2/2
RESEARCH QUESTION AND TENTATIVE THESIS ARE DUE (in class, in hardcopy)

2/5-2/9

Regionalism 




Ch 8
2/12-16

TNCs in the Global Political Economy

Ch 9
________________________________________________________________________________________________________




DILEMMAS IN THE GLOBAL POLITICAL ECONOMY
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2/19-28

Poor Countries and the Development Challenge
Ch 10



 
Ch 1
FRIDAY 3/2
MIDTERM EXAM (in essay format)

3/5-9

NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

3/12-16

Debt and Financial Crises


 
Ch 11




Ch 2


FRIDAY 3/16
WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR RESEARCH PAPER IS DUE (in class, in hardcopy)
3/19-23

Illicit Economies









Ch 3-4
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CURRENT TRENDS IN THE GLOBAL POLITICAL ECONOMY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3/26-4/6

Globalizations









Ch 5-6



     

FRIDAY 3/30
NO CLASS – PROFESSOR PRESENTING RESEARCH AT A CONFERENCE

FRIDAY 4/6   RESEARCH PAPER IS DUE (in class, in hardcopy)

4/9-13

Current Trends in the Global Political Economy
Ch 12




Ch 7
4/16-23

Discussion of Segal







      
Ch 8-9

4/25

Discussion of final exam

FINAL EXAM:  Thursday 5/3, 12:30-2:30, in our regular classroom, in multiple choice format
The following information is recommended by UF’s Syllabi Policy:  

http://www.aa.ufl.edu/Data/Sites/18/media/policies/syllabi_policy.pdf

Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by completing online evaluations at https://evaluations.ufl.edu.  Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times when they are open. Summary results of these assessments are available to students at:  https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results/.

UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On all work submitted for credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Honor Code (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/) specifies a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you are obligated to report any condition that facilitates academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have any questions or concerns, please consult with the course instructor. 

The Counseling and Wellness Center is available at: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx, phone 392-1575.  

For emergencies, the University Police Department may be contacted by phone at:  392-1111 or 9-1-1. 
