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THE U.S. AND WORLD AFFAIRS

Summer A 2022
2nd Period Monday thru Friday
Professor Richard Nolan

219 Anderson Hall

(e-mail: rnolan@ufl.edu)

Zoom office hours: Monday thru Thursday 11:30 to 12:30

Zoom meeting ID 617 967 6002

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is designed to enable students to understand the policies and objectives of the United States in its relations with others in an international system undergoing tremendous change. It is constructed to help students appreciate the elements of both continuity and change in U.S. foreign policy and to provide students with the basic tools for answering questions about the sources of U.S. foreign policy. Students then will better understand the complexity of international issues, including their interrelationships with domestic events. To achieve these ends students will  1) evaluate the major approaches to analyzing and explaining U.S. foreign policy; 2) review the history of U.S. foreign policy; 3) investigate contemporary U.S. foreign policy and its relationship to world politics; 4) apply these elements in a critical fashion to particular foreign policy issues currently facing the American government.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Steven W. Hook and  John Spanier,  American Foreign Policy Since World War II, 
21st ed., (Washington: Sage/CQ Press, 2019)

COURSE STRUCTURE AND EVALUATION

This class is designed as a lecture and a discussion course. Attendance is necessary. The readings and written assignments are ways of expanding and analyzing the lecture material and they are the bases of class discussions. Much of the lecture material, and thus exam questions, transcends the literature covered in the texts. To engage the class in active participation, each student must complete an Internet project designed to broaden his/her exposure to actors and information involved in U.S. policy and each student must complete several short reaction papers on articles specified in the syllabus. Timely discussions are expected on the topics. Students will also complete two exams. Beyond the normal course readings, students are encouraged to access prominent periodicals on a daily basis. The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Christian Science Monitor are available on the Internet (WWW.NYT.COM, WWW.WASHINGTONPOST.COM, WWW.CSMONITOR.COM).

Attendance: Summer sessions can be very intense. Attendance/participation will be monitored. Absence will costs the students. With a condensed summer schedule, it is imperative that students make daily classes and commit to daily studies of the materials and lectures.
Exams: Students must take two exams. Exams will consist of objective (multiple choice, e.g.), short answer, and essay questions. There are no makeup exams.

Internet Project: Increasingly, it is essential that students of American foreign policy be capable of critically using the resources available on the Internet that relate to the domestic and international influences on policy. Therefore, during the semester students must find five (5) sites on the Web related to a specific aspect of U.S. foreign policy (and politics). These can be sites about specific U.S. bilateral relations, specific policy issue areas, organizations or interest groups involved in or trying to influence policy making. The focus of the project must be a common U.S. foreign policy issue or actor. (For example, if your focus is on U.S. policy regarding global warming, a site about global warming may not be acceptable. A site by a lobby group trying to change U.S. policy toward global environmental issues would be acceptable.) Clear your topic with the instructor early in the term.

Criteria for evaluating sites.


- organizational source of the site


- type and adequacy of information provided


- possible biases of information provided


- adequacy of links to other sources


- overall relevance to study of foreign policy


- only one U.S. government site is allowed

Students must then prepare a ONE PAGE (typed and double-spaced) analysis of each site, focusing on the above questions but including other information/materials/thoughts which might be relevant; use of classroom information and or data gathered from readings would certainly be appropriate. Projects must include the precise URL address of the site, including date and time viewed; if possible, a copy of the site (or at least the first/home page) may be copied and added to the analytical statement.

Reaction Papers: As indicated in the course outline, there are 5 reaction papers which students must complete. Each is a one-page (double-spaced Word document) synthesis of the articles or argument indicated for each assignment. The papers will be evaluated as to how well they relate the major points in the articles or logics in response to a query posed and how clear a statement they provide to demonstrate the relevance of the topics in the study of the course material. Both criteria depend not only on a careful reading of the different articles/arguments in each assignment, but also on the ability to write directly and critically about them.

Guidelines for the projects and reaction papers:
No late papers. The due dates for these papers are clearly indicated in the syllabus.

Pay attention to your writing style. I do not want to mark up the pages of the assignments correcting spelling or grammar. For example: know the difference between the contraction of it is (it’s) and the possessive pronoun its. Do not use contractions in an academic paper. Good organization and direct and clear presentation are necessary for successful papers.

Evaluation: Internet Project

  20%

Grading Scale
A  90-100   



Reaction Papers

  15%




B+ 87-89.9



Attendance/participation   5%




B  80-86.9



Midterm Exam

  30%




C+ 77-79.9



Final Exam


  30%




C  70-76.9













D+ 67-69.9












D  60-66.9 














E  less than 60

Relevant Dates:
May 27
FIRST EXAM


Reaction Paper Due Dates:

May 30
Memorial Day



#1 - May 16





June 10
Internet Project Due


#2 - May 23 



June 17
SECOND EXAM




#3 – May 31 (Tuesday)


      #4 - June 6
#5 - June 13
COURSE OUTLINE

WEEKS 1 - 3 PART ONE: THE COLD WAR AND AMERICAN INTERNATIONALISM
I. 
Introduction: Thinking Theoretically About American Foreign Policy


National Interest and International Systems

- Models of Foreign Policy Making



- Policy Choice and Priority: Power, Peace, Prosperity, Principles


American Traditions in Foreign Policy


- The Importance of Values



- Democracy and the American Experience



- Isolationism and Moralism


Idealism, Realism, and the Nexus of International Politics and Foreign Policy



- Rosenau’s Pre-theory



- Idealism and Realism: Competing Influences in U.S. Decision Making



Reading Assignment:



Hook and Spanier, Preface and Chapter 1
II.
Setting the Postwar Pattern: The Cold War


The Cold War: Ideology, Tradition and Misperception



- World War II and Its Aftermath



- The Marshall Plan, Point Four, and NSC-68



Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapters 2 - 3
**Reaction Paper #1 - Due Monday May 16**

“The World Still Needs a Leader”

“Clear and Present Safety: The United States is More Secure than
 
 Washington Thinks”
     
“Accepting Limits: How to Adapt to a Copernican World”

Global Commitments and the Cold War Consensus



- Eisenhower and the Problem of Means and Ends



- Kennedy and the Benefits of Brinkmanship

Defending the Perimeter: The Third World in the Cold War



- Globalism and Containment




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 4

Vietnam and the End of Consensus



- Goal Continuity and the Vietnam Commitment



- Epoch of Decline? Domestic Elements of Power and Influence




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 4


**Reaction Paper #2 - Due Monday May 23**


 “Preemption Paradox”

 “We Can Live with a Nuclear Iran”
III.
Changing the Cold War Pattern


Nixon, Kissinger and Detente: Realism in a Changing System




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 5

Carter’s Idealist Dilemmas



Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 5


Reagan and the Rise and Fall of the Cold War




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 6


**FIRST EXAM –  Friday MAY 27**
WEEKS 4 - 6 PART TWO: AMERICAN PURPOSE AFTER THE COLD WAR

IV.
Analyzing U.S. Post-Cold War Policy

**Reaction Paper #3 - Due Tuesday May 31**

“We Bow to the God of Bipartisanship”

           “When Congress Stops Wars: Partisan Politics and Presidential Power”


Bush: Ending of the Cold War (A New World Order?) 


Video: “Frontline: Jan. 1996 - The Persian Gulf War”




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 7, Chapter 8

Clinton: Rethinking U.S. Strategic Interests (Or Why We May Miss the Cold War?)




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 8

National Interests and National Policies: Power or Prosperity as THE Priority?




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapter 9
**Reaction Paper #4 - Due Monday June 6**

           See assignment guide on Canvas
V.
U.S. Defense and Welfare in an Interdependent World


Bush II: Primacy and Preemption (Out of the Darkness and Into the Fog?)



Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapters 10 & 11
Video: “Frontline: Feb. 2003 - The War Behind Closed Doors”
REMINDER – INTERNET PROJECT DUE FRIDAY JUNE 10
**Reaction Paper #5 - Due Monday June 14**

 “Neo-conservatives, Liberal Hawks, and the War on Terror: Lessons from the Cold War”
 “Beneficial War: The Conceit of U.S. Counterinsurgency”

Obama’s Renewal, Trump’s Turmoil and Leadership Challenges




- Profile: U.S. Leadership and World Order?




Reading Assignment:




Hook and Spanier, Chapters 12 & 13 & 14

Power and Principle in a World of Change and Continuity



Reading Assignment:





George Kennan’s “On American Principles” 

**SECOND EXAM –  Friday June 17**
