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Course Description 

This course examines the political drivers of environmental degradation in countries of the global South, a.k.a. the developing world. The accelerating pace of global environmental change over the past fifty years has affected the South far more profoundly than the wealthy countries of the North, and within the South, it has affected the poorest and politically marginalized populations most of all.

We explore these dynamics through three thematic case-studies of “ecological resistance” to development in the global South: the politics of mega-dams in India and southern Africa; deforestation in Brazil; and resource extraction by transnational companies in Nigeria's Niger Delta region. We consider variables such as regime type and the strength or weakness of the state. How great a role do corruption and patronage play in politics and everyday life? Who are the key local, national and international actors involved in environmental politics? What forms of power and access to resources do they exercise? Environmental degradation in the global South is often explained in terms of "overpopulation" or lack of economic growth. Ultimately, however, such explanations are too simplistic to provide analytic leverage. We can better understand the dynamics of environmental change by examining the complex relationships and power struggles between actors including state agencies, domestic business elites, multilateral development banks, transnational corporations, non-governmental organizations and grassroots movements.
Required Reading 

The following two books are required reading. They are available on two-hour reserve at Library West:

· Jacques Leslie, Deep Water: The Epic Struggle over Dams, Displaced People, and the Environment (Picador, 2005)

· Ike Okonta and Oronto Douglas, Where Vultures Feast: Shell, Human Rights, and Oil (Verso, 2003)

All other readings will be available online, either on the Internet as links from the Syllabus or as PDFs in the Readings folder, both located on the class webpage in e-learning at: http://lss.at.ufl.edu/. The Syllabus contains the list of required readings and assignments for each day. IT MAY BE REVISED during the semester, so you should get into the habit of checking it before each class. 
It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to print the online readings or download them onto your own computer or storage device in a timely manner. "Technical difficulties" the morning before class are NOT an acceptable excuse for being unprepared.
Course Assignments

The requirements for this class are as follows: 

· Weekly quizzes – 15%

· In-class exam (short-answer format) – 20%
· Take-home essay exam – 25%
· Research proposal and preliminary bibliography – 5%

· Rough draft – 5%

· Final research paper (15 pp.) – 20%

· Poster presentation – 10%
Exams cover all lectures and readings. MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given in cases of illness or other emergencies, but you MUST notify the instructor IN ADVANCE and provide documentation. 

This class is discussion-based, so active student participation is essential. In addition to being physically present in class, you will be expected to have done the assigned readings carefully and be prepared to discuss them. As an added incentive, there will be weekly pop quizzes (short-answer format) on the readings. There are NO MAKE-UPS FOR QUIZZES. However, your final quiz grade will be based on your top TEN scores, so you will be able to drop the lowest scores. 

If you are absent for any reason, it is YOUR responsibility to find out from your classmates what you missed during that class period – DO NOT ask the instructor! 

THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT IN THIS COURSE!
Grading: final letter grades are assigned according to the following percentages:

A 93-100, A- 90-92, B+ 87-89, B 83-86, B- 80-82, C+ 77-79, C 73-76, C- 70-72, D+ 68-70, D 63-67, D- 60-92, E 59 and below.

Please note: a C- is not a qualifying grade for major, minor, Gen Ed, Gordon Rule, or College Basic distribution credit. For more information, go to: http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/regulationgrades.html
Classroom Policies and Ethics 

NO LAPTOPS OR CELL PHONES MAY BE USED IN THIS CLASSROOM!!!  Multi-tasking may be a virtue, but it shall be practiced elsewhere. (If you have a disability that prevents you from taking notes by hand, please see me to arrange special accommodation.) 

Students are expected to arrive to class on time, be attentive and remain until class is over. Being consistently late is a disruption to the class and is not acceptable. Students who disrupt class will be asked to leave.  

Honor Code: Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community. An academic honesty offense is defined as the act of lying, cheating, or stealing academic information so that one gains academic advantage. In the event that a student is found cheating or plagiarizing, s/he will receive a zero for the assignment and will be reported to Student Judicial Affairs. For more information, go to: http://www.dso.ufl.edu/studentguide/studentrights.php
Students with disabilities requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the Instructor when requesting accommodation. Anyone with a disability should feel free to see the professor during office hours to make the necessary arrangements.

Class Schedule
I: CONCEPTS

Week 1: Jan 7-9
T: Introduction to the course
R: Sustainable development

· World Commission on Environment and Development, Our Common Future (1987), pp. 1-23

· Susan Baker, Sustainable Development (Routledge, 2006), pp. 1-9

· Ramachandra Guha, Environmentalism: A Global History (2000), pp. 138-145
Week 2: Jan 14-16
T: Too poor to be green?

· Paul F. Steinberg, Environmental Leadership in Developing Countries, pp.  27-45

· Ramachandra Guha and Juan Martinez-Alier, "The Environmentalism of the Poor," in Varieties of Environmentalism: Essays North and South (Earthscan, 1997), pp. 3-21
R: Sustainability and environmental (in)justice

· Duncan McLaren, “Environmental Space, Equity and the Ecological Debt,” in Julian Agyeman et al., eds., Just Sustainabilities: Development in an Unequal World (MIT, 2003), pp. 19-37.
Week 3: Jan 21-23
T: Is "development" the solution or the problem?

· Bruce Rich, "Multi-Lateral Development Banks: Their Role in Destroying the Global Environment," The Ecologist 15 (1985): 56-68

· Stephan Schwartzman, Bankrolling Disasters: International Development Banks and the Global Environment (Sierra Club, 1986)
· Bruce Rich, “Still Waiting: the Failure of Reform at the World Bank,” The Ecologist Report, Sept. 2000
II: LARGE DAMS

R: The politics and ecology of large dams
· Patrick McCully, Silenced Rivers: the Ecology and Politics of Large Dams, chapter 1

Week 4: Jan 28-30 
T: India: the Narmada projects
· Leslie, Deep Water, pp. 3-65
· FILM: Drowned Out (2002, 75. Min.)
R: Narmada
· Deep Water, pp. 66-103

Week 5: Feb 4-6  
T: Southern Africa
· Deep Water, pp. 107-189
R: Southern Africa
· Deep Water, pp. 190-222, 343-347
Week 6: Feb 11-13
T: EXAM 1 - in class
III: DEFORESTATION

R: Brazil: political and historical context 
· Luiz C. Barbosa, The Brazilian Amazon Rainforest (University Press of America, 2000), pp. 27-44

Week 7: Feb 18-20
T: Colonizing Amazonia

· Barbosa, The Brazilian Amazon Rainforest, pp. 45-64
· Jose Lutzenberger, "The World Bank's Polonoroeste Project: A Social and Environmental Catastrophe," The Ecologist 15,1/2 (1985): 69-72
R: Chico Mendes and the rubber-tappers' movement
· Michelle A. Melone, "The Struggle of the Seringueiros: Environmental Action in the Amazon," in John Friedmann and Haripriya Rangan, eds., In Defense of Livelihood (Kumarian Press, 1993), pp. 106-126
Week 8: Feb 25-27
T: Chico Mendes and the rubber-tappers' movement
· Margaret E. Keck, "Social Equity and Environmental Politics in Brazil: Lessons from the Rubber Tappers of Acre," Comparative Politics 27, 4 (1995): 409-424
· FILM:  The Killing of Chico Mendes (1990, 50 min.)
R: After Chico:  more "development" as usual?
· David Kaimowitz et al., “Hamburger Connection Fuels Amazon Destruction,” CIFOR, 2004
· Philip Fearnside, "Dams in the Amazon: Belo Monte and Brazil's hydroelectric development of the Xingu River basin," Environmental Management 38,1 (2006): 16-27
· “Belo Monte news – excerpts”

SPRING BREAK March 3-7
Week 9: Mar 11-13
T: Extractive reserves: sustainable development in Amazonia? 

· Philip Fearnside, “Extractive Reserves in Brazilian Amazonia,” BioScience 39, 6 (1989): 387-393

· Joshua Partlow, "An Amazon icon's town is a shrine frozen in time," Washington Post, October 12, 2008

· Carlos Valerios Aguiar Gomes et al., “Rubber tapper identities: political-economic dynamics, livelihood shifts, and environmental implications in a changing Amazon,” Geoforum 43 (2012): 260-271
IV: OIL EXTRACTION

R: Nigeria: political and historical context 

· Okonta and Douglas, Where Vultures Feast, Introduction & chapter 1

Week 10: Mar 18-20
T: The politics of natural resource extraction

· Where Vultures Feast, chapters 2-3
R: Ecological and social costs of oil extraction
· Where Vultures Feast, chapters 4-5
Week 11: Mar 25-27
T: Ecological resistance: Ken Saro-Wiwa and MOSOP

· Where Vultures Feast, chapters 6-7
· Jad Mouawad, New York Times, "Shell to Pay $15.5 Million to Settle Nigerian Case," June 9, 2009

· Stephen Kretzman, "Shell's Settlement Doesn't Hide Unsettling Reality in Nigeria," Huffington Post, June 10, 2009  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/stephen-kretzmann/shells-settlement-doesnt_b_213352.html
· Lisa Margonelli, "A spill of our own," New York Times, May 2, 2010
R: Niger Delta after democratization
· Where Vultures Feast, chapter 8

· “Niger Delta update”

Week 12: Apr 1-3
T: Niger Delta after democratization
· Sebastian Junger, “Blood Oil,” Vanity Fair, February 2007

· FILM: Sweet Crude (2009, 93 min.)
R: Catch-up and review
Week 13: Apr 8-10 
T: No class – EXAM 2 due  in 223 Anderson and electronically in e-learning 

R: Research methods
· GUEST LECTURE: Dr. David Schwieder, social science librarian
Week 14: Apr 15-17
T: No class – individual meetings with Dr. Schwartz
· Research proposal & preliminary bibliography due by 9:00 a.m. in e-learning
R: No class – research day
Week 15: Apr 22
T: POSTER PRESENTATIONS
· Rough draft due: submit in e-learning

*** Research paper due MONDAY APRIL 298h by 5:00 p.m.: hard copy to 223 Anderson and in e-learning 
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