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University of Florida
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Course Information – Technical
Online (100%) -- Access Course Page @ elearning.ufl.edu. All assignments for this course are posted on
the course webpage on Canvas; all assignments are submitted electronically via the Canvas course
webpage. If you have severe difficulty with submitting assignments electronically, please contact the
professor immediately to make other arrangements (contact on or before September 14, 2020). Class
meets:

T | Period 7 (1:55 PM - 2:45 PM)
R | Period 7 - 8 (1:55 PM - 3:50 PM)
Course 22981 Section C727, and
Course 28009 Section 2B81
Zoom Link For Class Meetings. You must preregister for class meetings once @ Zoom for each, Tuesday
and Thursday. You must sign in using your Gatorlink credentials; you will be provided with a link and
password to sign into the class meetings. Tuesday classes meet at one link; Thursday classes meet at the
second link. Class links for Tuesday and Thursday classes appear on the course page on Canvas. You are
encouraged to put these links and passwords into your online Calendar at UF webmail, Google, or other
calendar system.
Office Hours, Times and How To Access
Wednesdays, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m., in person @ 333 Anderson Hall; by office phone @ (352) 273-2370; or @
the Zoom link provided on Canvas course webpage. Note that if you connect via Zoom for office hours,
you may have to wait to meet with the professor if other students arrive to Zoom or to the office first.
Meetings are on a first-come, first-serve basis. You are welcomed and encouraged to attend office hours
if you have questions about the class, readings, choosing other related courses, professionalization or
graduate school questions, or other questions about academic life. If you meet with the professor via
Zoom for office hours, you can ask your questions with or without other students “present” on Zoom
(please ask directly if you would like to speak without other students present; the professor will put them
in a Zoom waiting room while you ask your question).
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Course Description
The course addresses Judaism and politics in terms of several key themes: Judaism and law; Jewish
feminism; several major sets of Jewish experiences of the 20th century, including brief examples from
Israel, North Africa, East Asia, Europe, and Latin America; and several critical 20th century social theorists
relating to issues of community, the Other, Subject and Object (most of the scholars in this segment of
the class are critical social theorists of Jewish origin).
Texts
Texts available at the Reserve Desk at Library West and for purchase at local book stores. Texts 1, 2, 3,
and e-reserves readings are required.
1. Christine Hayes, editor, Cambridge Companion to Judaism and Law. Cambridge University Press,
2017. (This text will be available free as an e-book at Smather’s Library. A link will appear here
when it is available.)
2. Judith Plaskow, Standing Again at Sinai: Judaism from a Feminist Perspective. Harper One, 1991.
3. Gao Bei, Shanghai Sanctuary: Chinese and Japanese Policy toward European Jewish Refugees
during World War II. 1st Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016.
4. A reader is available on Electronic Reserve through Smather’s Library. All items on e-reserves
should be free if you are signed in through Smather’s Library. If you are asked for payment for
an article, please contact the professor immediately. You do not have to purchase e-reserves
articles for this class.
5. OPTIONAL: The Dairy of Anne Frank feature film, 1959, directed by George Stevens. Available at
the Reserve Desk at Library West, and for online rental.

Assignments
•

10%

Participation

•

(A) 33.3% - Active and appropriate participation in ad hoc group activities and individual
discussions of readings in the class session.

•

(B) 33.3% - Each student will give one 5-7 minute reading report 1 day in class. These
reports will be scheduled by the end of Week 2 (September 14, 2020). Students will be
graded upon content; verbal communication (including language); and analysis.

•

(B) 33.4% - Each student will be assigned to a study group of 5-6 people. Each study
group will be assigned to one E-Reserves reading for a presentation in class. The study
group will provide an outline for that reading on PowerPoint or similar modality, and
each member will speak for 1-2 minutes in a presentation organized by the group.
Study group presentations will be assigned by the end of Week 2 (September 14, 2020).
They may be done live on Zoom, or they may be pre-recorded if you prefer. Students
will be graded upon content; verbal communication (including language); and analysis.

CPO 4727 Judaism and Politics – Course Syllabus – Fall 2020, Dr. Patricia Sohn 2 | P a g e

•

NOTE: Attendance. More than 3 absences will result in .05 points off your final grade on
a 100-point scale per absence over 3.

•

30%
Journal (3) 1.5 – 2 pages. This is your opportunity to engage with the course readings
on a personal level. Include only information that would be appropriate for the professor to
read. Students are encouraged to keep a wider journal of your experience of the course for
your own posterity. Please use footnotes and give a reference list, all formatted according to
the Chicago Manual of Style and the professor’s style guide, both of which are available in
Announcements. Paragraphs must be 5 – 7 sentences each (strict limit, no more than 7
sentences, and no fewer than 5 sentences). Sentences with semi-colons are allowed; please be
sparing with them. Students may turn in one journal or abstract per class session; you may
choose the session and reading about which you will write. Write for the reading assigned for
the day you turn in the journal or abstract.

•

30%
Abstracts (3) 1 page. Explain the central argument/contention (or take-home
message) of the assigned drawing upon three (3) major pieces of evidence used in the reading
to support that argument/contention. In this assignment, you are working on developing
analytical distance and analytical neutrality or clarity. In some ways, it is the opposite of
personal engagement. Please use footnotes and give a reference list, all formatted according to
the Chicago Manual of Style combined with the professor’s style guide, both of which are
available in Announcements. Paragraphs must be 5 – 7 sentences each (strict limit, no more
than 7 sentences, and no fewer than 5 sentences). Sentences with semi-colons are allowed;
please be sparing with them. Students may turn in one journal or abstract per class session; you
may choose the session and reading about which you will write. Write for the reading assigned
for the day you turn in the journal or abstract.

•

30%
Final Essay 6 pages. Each student will write one 6-page essay. The student can choose
between responding to an essay topic that will be provided; or choosing a major research text of
interest to him or her and writing a 6-page analytical essay on that text (e.g., modeled on the
abstract assignment but extended to six pages). If the latter is chosen, students should relate
the text, analytically, to the arguments provided in at least 8 other course readings. To write a
review of a major research text, you must have professor approval by the end of Week 4
(September 25, 2020) For either option, use Chicago Manual of Style combined with the
professor’s style guide, both of which are available in Announcements on Canvas. The final
essay will be due on Canvas on the day and time of the scheduled Final Exam for this course.
There is no final exam for this course. For the prompt option, you will be asked to distinguish
between analytical distance and personal engagement with the materials, and to demonstrate
both. When in doubt, analytical distance should come first. You may draw in some part upon
your abstracts and journals, as appropriate to answering the essay prompt, or to linking the
chosen text to our course readings. Essays responding to the essay prompt are limited to the
readings from class. Essays choosing a major research text are also limited to course readings
with the exception of that selected and approved research text. Please use footnotes and give a
reference list, all formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style and the professor’s style
guide, both of which are available in Announcements. Paragraphs must be 5 – 7 sentences each
(strict limit, no more than 7 sentences, and no fewer than 5 sentences). Sentences with semicolons are allowed; please be sparing with them.
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Course Learning Goals
1. Identify several major periods in Jewish law and the theorists or principles associated with them.
2. Identify key themes in Jewish law in Biblical, Medieval, and Modern periods.
3. Identify key theories regarding community, the Other, Subject, and Object and associate each
theory with the scholar who developed it.
4. Identify several major components and/or themes of Jewish experience in the 20th century in
different regions.
5. Explain key gender dynamics in Jewish religion and ways in which those dynamics resonate in
political themes.
6. Compare and contrast Jewish experience in the 20th century in terms of specific themes across
geographic areas such as (comparing two or three different themes/regions at a time): Israel,
North Africa, Latin America, Europe, and East Asia. Themes might include migration, especially
in refugee context; pioneering (or state building); political conflict; gender, and the like.
7. Explain the causes and consequences of Chinese and Japanese policy on Jewish refugees in the
World War II era.
8. Consider the themes, dynamics, and theories above while developing skills in analytical distance
and personal engagement.

Reading Schedule
If a reading in the schedule below does not come from one of required texts, it is on electronic reserve
at Smather’s Library. Sign in to Smather’s Library; go to e-reserves; your courses with e-reserves
readings will be listed.

Week 1. Introductions
Week 2. Judaism and Law (Cambridge Companion Text)
Tuesday:
1. Christine Hayes, Introduction, “Can We Even Speak of ‘Judaism and Law’?”
Thursday:
1. Chaya Halberstam, “Law in Biblical Israel”
2. Seth Schwartz, “Law in Jewish Society in the Second Temple Period”
Week 3. Judaism and Law (Cambridge Companion Text)
Tuesday:
1. Christine Hayes, “Law in Classical Rabbinical Judaism”
Thursday:
1. Warren Zev Harvey, “Law in Medieval Judaism”
2. Verena Kasper-Marienberg, “From Enlightenment to Emancipation”
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Week 4. Judaism and Law (Cambridge Companion Text)
Tuesday:
1. Eliahyu Stern, “Enlightenment Conceptions of Judaism and Law”
Thursday:
1. Amihai Radzyner, “Judaism and Jewish Law in Pre-State Palestine”
2. Arye Edrei, “Judaism, Jewish Law, and the Jewish State in Israel”
Week 5. Judaism and Law (Cambridge Companion Text)
Tuesday:
1. Daphne Barak-Erez, “What Does It Mean for a State to Be Jewish?”
Thursday:
1. Patricia Woods [Sohn], “Fault Lines”
2. Yonatan Brafman, “New Developments in Modern Jewish Thought”
Week 6. Jewish Feminism (Plaskow Text)
Tuesday:
Judith Plaskow, Chapter One
Plaskow, Chapter Two
Week 7. Jewish Feminism (Plaskow Text)
Tuesday:
Plaskow, pp. 75-95
Thursday:
Plaskow, pp. 96-120
Week 8. Jewish Feminism (Plaskow Text)
Tuesday:
Plaskow, pp. 121-146
Thursday:
Plaskow, pp. 147-169
Week 9. Jewish Feminism (Plaskow Text)
Tuesday:
Plaskow, pp. 211-238
Thursday:
Deborah Berinstein, “Human Being or House Wife: The Status of Women in the Jewish
Working Class Family in Palestine of the 1920s and 1930s” (E-Reserves)
Week 10. 20th Century Experiences (E-Reserves)
Optional: “The Diary of Anne Frank,” 1959, directed by George Stevens, available at the Library West
Reserve Desk. We can discuss it Thursday.
Tuesday:
1. Deborah Bernstein, “The Plough Woman Who Cried into the Pots: The Position of
Women in the Labor Force in the Pre-State Israeli Society”
Thursday:
1. Goodrich and Hackett adaptation, Anne Frank, Act II in Oxford Playscripts
2. Albert Memmi, “High School,” “At Home,” and “Uncle Joseph’s Death”
Week 11. 20th Century Experiences (E-Reserves)
Tuesday:
1. Judith Laikin Elkin, “Refugees, Nativists, Nazis” (Jewish migration to Latin America)
2. Dalit Bloch-Tzemach, “Young Israelis' Long Trip Abroad” (Israeli youth backpacking
culture)
Thursday:
1. David Newman, “Real Spaces, Symbolic Spaces: Interrelated Notions of Territory in
the Arab-Israeli Conflict”
Week 12. Community, Other, Object and Subject: Critical Social Theorists, 20 th century (E-Reserves)
Tuesday:
Emile Durkheim, “Mechanical Solidarity, or Solidarity by Similarities”
Thursday:
Martin Buber, “I and Thou”

CPO 4727 Judaism and Politics – Course Syllabus – Fall 2020, Dr. Patricia Sohn 5 | P a g e

Week 13. Social Theorists, 20th Century (E-Reserves); and Shanghai Sanctuary
Tuesday:
1. Emmanuel Levinas (translated by Michael Smith), "The Word I, the Word You, the
Word God"
2. Emmanuel Levinas (translated by Michael Smith), "Proximity of the Other"
`
3. Pierre Bourdieu, “Identity and Representation”
Thursday:
THANKSGIVING – NO CLASS
Week 14. Shanghai Sanctuary: Jewish Refugees in World War II
Tuesday:
Gao Bei, Chapters One and Two
Thursday:
Bei, Chapters Three and Four
Week 15. Shanghai Sanctuary: Jewish Refugees in World War II; and Conclusions
Tuesday:
Gao Bei, Epilogue

UF and Course Policies
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Requirements for class attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in
this course are consistent with university policies. Click here to read the university
attendance policies.
Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request
academic accommodations should connect with the disability Resource Center. Click here
to get started with the Disability Resource Center. It is important for students to share their
accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss their access needs, as early as
possible in the semester.
Current UF grading policies for assigning grade points. See: link to the university grades and
grading policies.
Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of
instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Click here
for guidance on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner. Students will
be notified when the evaluation period opens, and can complete evaluations through the
email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or via
ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students here.
Materials and Supplies Fees: Books and e-reserves. E-Reserves should not cost money; if
you are asked to pay for an article on e-reserves, please contact the professor immediately.
One film is also listed in “Texts” and in the reading schedule; it is optional.
Course materials will be provided to you with an excused absence, and you will be given a
reasonable amount of time to make up work. Find more information in the university
attendance policies.
Our class sessions may be audio visually recorded for students in the class to refer back and for
enrolled students who are unable to attend live. Students who participate with their camera
engaged or utilize a profile image are agreeing to have their video or image recorded. If you are
unwilling to consent to have your profile or video image recorded, be sure to keep your camera
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•

•
•
•

•

off and do not use a profile image. Likewise, students who un-mute during class and participate
orally are agreeing to have their voices recorded. If you are not willing to consent to have your
voice recorded during class, you will need to keep your mute button activated and communicate
exclusively using the "chat" feature, which allows students to type questions and comments live.
The chat will not be recorded or shared. As in all courses, unauthorized recording and
unauthorized sharing of recorded materials is prohibited.
Please note recommendations for preferred methods for public and private communication
regarding the course: Please keep the audio on “mute” if you are not speaking about something
related to class. It is best to keep your audio on “mute” unless you are speaking to the class.
Please note that when you are not on “mute,” all sound from your computer can be heard by
everyone in the class and may be recorded, as noted immediately above. Please use the “raise
hand” feature on Zoom to ask to speak in class; please be as respectful as possible to all
students and faculty when speaking; please keep comments related to the readings and course
materials, or other course items. Your participation and speaking in class are welcomed and
encouraged. Just keep these guidelines in mind.
For technical computer or Canvas issues, please visit the helpdesk website or call 352-392-4357.
Please do not be late to class. Please keep cell phones on mute during class.
UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the members of the University
of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honor
and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On all work submitted for credit by students at the
University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I have
neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Honor Code specifies
a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Click here to
read the Honor Code. Furthermore, you are obligated to report any condition that facilitates
academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have any questions or concerns, please
consult with the instructor or TAs in this class.
Office hours will be in person, via phone, or via Zoom. If you come to office hours in person,
remember:
o You are required to wear approved face coverings at all times during class and within
buildings. Following and enforcing these policies and requirements are all of our
responsibility. Failure to do so will lead to a report to the Office of Student Conduct and
Conflict Resolution. Follow your instructor’s guidance on how to enter and exit the
office for office hours.
o Cleansing materials will be available to wipe chair if you would you like. Please remain
six feet apart at all times.
o Chairs are set 6 feet from the faculty member. Practice physical distancing to the extent
possible when entering and exiting the office.
o If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms (Click here for guidance from the CDC on
symptoms of coronavirus), please use the UF Health screening system and follow the
instructions on whether you are able to attend class. Click here for UF Health guidance
on what to do if you have been exposed to or are experiencing Covid-19 symptoms.
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CAMPUS RESOURCES
Health and Wellness
• U Matter, We Care: If you or someone you know is in distress, please contact umatter@ufl.edu,
352-392-1575, or visit U Matter, We Care website to refer or report a concern and a team
member will reach out to the student in distress.
• Counseling and Wellness Center: Visit the Counseling and Wellness Center website or call 352392-1575 for information on crisis services as well as non-crisis services.
• Student Health Care Center: Call 352-392-1161 for 24/7 information to help you find the care you
need, or visit the Student Health Care Center website.
• University Police Department: Visit UF Police Department website or call 352-392-1111 (or 9-1-1
for emergencies).
• UF Health Shands Emergency Room / Trauma Center: For immediate medical care call 352-7330111 or go to the emergency room at 1515 SW Archer Road, Gainesville, FL 32608; Visit the UF
Health Emergency Room and Trauma Center website.

Academic Resources
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

E-learning technical support: Contact the UF Computing Help Desk at 352-392-4357 or via email at helpdesk@ufl.edu.
Career Connections Center: Reitz Union Suite 1300, 352-392-1601. Career assistance and
counseling services.
Library Support: Various ways to receive assistance with respect to using the libraries or
finding resources.
Teaching Center: Broward Hall, 352-392-2010 or to make an appointment 352- 392-6420.
General study skills and tutoring.
Writing Studio: 2215 Turlington Hall, 352-846-1138. Help brainstorming, formatting, and
writing papers.
Student Complaints On-Campus: Visit the Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code
webpage for more information.
On-Line Students Complaints: View the Distance Learning Student Complaint Process.
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